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Family Canteens-timely food topics of intersst to the consumer. 
Each week Station in cooperation with the Departe- 
ment of Agriculture brings you news of what is happening on 


the food front. ie have with us tris mornizg "fro 


7 


of the USDA's Production end “arketing Adminieg 
atration. ‘irs is going to discuss our civilian 
coffee supply, why the price has gone up on cheddar choese, 
what fish is WB plentiful on Northeastern sarkets anc our 
sharsof dried beans and peas. Starting wits: first things 
first -- has our coffee drinking pattern changed much mn 


recent years, Mrs t 


Use of coffee has risen steadily in the last decads or so. 
Back in 1954 we drank about twelve pourids per person sach 
year. By 1941 wa were consuming en average of pi peanc and 

a half pounds a year. When ws erntared the war, shipp! ag 
space was limited-eand that meant less coffee for civi \ians.« 


a8 & result we were restricted ta about thirteen pouncs a year 


When coffees rationing ended, did we go back to our Mifceen 


and a helf pound sverage? 


We bettered it. “hy do you know that in the last two -ears 
we have been purchasing an average of about sixteen po unda | 


eacho 
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ANNOUNGAR » That's shout one cad & third pounds each neath, Is it 
true that large anounts of coffee are fresrly roasted 


each month? 


Pie Nearly two hundred milljen pounds, That ry: just about enough 

to meet consumption neecs on the basis of one and a third 

pounds a sionth, with co*fee disappearing 6% that rete cach 
month, it ie clear that io must t all times have adequate 

stocks on band, Last year green coffes imports began to drop oft, 
They declined to such a de.geroue point the: by Neveutver wa had 
only four million bags on tand, Considering that a million 

and 2@ nat bege are roasted a month, our eairnly would sot 


have lasted LONG than three months, 


ANNCTINGER ¢ Wheat caused the droop in imports, Mr. 


TAM 


Fhias | Prices in the coffee producing countries were higher chan 
celilng prices here at home. To encourage importers so buy 
green ceffeo fudge John GC, Sollet, Heononic Stabilize, 
authorized a subsealy payment t: importers cf three cents a 
pound on green eoffes, The subsidy went into effect on 


Novenber 19, 
ANNOUNORR: And did the subsidy ielp sase the situation! 


Riad It satimuloted purcha:es an allowed us to maintain ouv reserve 
' > 
coffees stocks, ant you and I as consumers still mey ouy our 
soffes without any 1aise in nrice, ‘i0 fax, over four mililon 
bags of coffee have been purchased from ths fourteen coffee 


producing countries in the Carribean, Central and Soush Americ. 


and osher sources under this program, 
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Will the subsidy rayrent continue indefinitely? 


No. It ends on Merch 31. By that time we expect to have 
bought six million bags. Here again, each bag weighs 
132 poundS.e.SO you sec there is plenty of coffee cong 


to us alls 


In other words I may ask for a second cup et breakfast. 
Well that's good news to this coffee drinker, By the 


way, Mr. Pe | hear thet in sane stores 


the price of cheddar cheese has jumped as such as 


five cents, Wy was the price raised? 


Because the wartine subsidy paid to chesse 
manufacturers has been terminated. As a result 
OPA has allowed a slight raise in cheddar cheese 


ceiling prices fron February 1 on, 


I imagine most consumers were never conseiocus 
of the subsidy until it was ended. Just how 


long was it in effeet, Mr. ? 


Since Deceuber 1, 1942, The subsidy amounted to thre 
and three=quarter e¢ents on a pound. When cheddar 
cheese prices were relatively lower than prices 

for nost other major deiry products, it helned 

cheese manufecturers pay farmers prices for whole 
milk somparable to. those offered by manufacturers of 


other types of dairy products, 
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Wilk the vise in price affect American Living coste 


Hardly at all. 48 a metter of fact, cheddar chsas: 
purchases now amount to only 65,100 of ono percent °° our 


living expenses. 
That’s good news to the penny-wlse homemaker. 


Speaking of the pennyewise, fish «= aspecially blusi sh 
and Spanish mackeral are both plentifal on Nertheas! orn 
marxetse-whicn meaus they are good tuye right nove. 04, 
headdogk and polleck are usually plentiful at this tia of 
the year, tco, but because of the Fishermen's strike in 


Boston you may heva found these “bank” fish hard te -ebs 
What about fresh water fish supplies? 


The white fish from the Canadian lekas is most aburé ont 
at this time. Though thors are no ceiling prices on frash 


weter fish, tha quantity of white Mish on hand shoul make 


it possible to pet & better buy nw then at any otha time 


‘in the yaar © 


¢ 


2 Gould go for a good fish dinner mysel’ with, say, © smel 


casserole of baked beans to top it off. 
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Batter not whet your appetite for too many baked beans 


year, a 
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why not? ‘ 


Allocations of teth cry baans and dry peas for the firs 


quarter of this year are mterially lower Shen a yeer a 


Bad weather during the producsion ssason saused reducti 


-in both these croos, Last vaar's production of beans d: 


two million one«hundredepound bags, while pece slumped 
million hundred-poind bags under tha previous yeare 


And how has that affected civilian allocations of these 


products? 


We are now getting one hundred t!.cusand bags of dried ps 
compared to naarly four huncred thousand lest yeare Our 


of dried beans is neerly six hundred thousern bags over 


1945 shares for the seme periotle 


That sounds like an increase over last yaar 90 mo 


~ 


It iso But actually, this increase was an effort to mals 


for the deficit we had in the last quarter oF °45=«wsis! 


normal circumstances--is the heaviest bean boy ng tines 


a resuit of tight supplies bean exports are severly Lim: 


in fact, even our armed forcss are not going tic get as 


& supply as they’d like. 


Which do we eat most of--beans or peas? 


Beans--by a large margin. In fact, we have bean alloca‘ 


TALS 


co] 
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little over two and a half million bags of drisd beais 23 


compared with only one hundred thousand bage of dried pcas. 
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American food habits do not place dry peas at the same 


level as beanse 


Well, I guess that means not so many portions of baked 


beans or split pea soups as we normally consume, 


That?s it, e But look at the brisht side of 
this week's food picture <= there is more seffes coming 
to your breakfast table, and eggs will continue to be 
fncreasingly mors abundant until April, when they will’ 
reach a seasonal peak, Incidentally, as eggs become 
more plentiful, their ceiling price declines seasonally, 


Well thank you for coning over this morning, Mr. 


of the USDA's Production and Merketing Administration, And 


folks, listen in again next week for another edition of 


PAMITY CNTSEN. 
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Presenting Family Cantesn--timely food topies of interest 
to the consumer. Each week Station in coopera 
tion with the U. S, Departmant of Agrisulture brings you 
news of what is happening on the food front. Today we 


have with us Roe of the USDA*’s 


Production anc Marketing Administration. Last week 
President Trumar: issued a nine=-point foodesaving program 
to nelp feed our starving allies in waredevasted dsunbrl aoe 
ite 4s going to tell us about the food levels 
in gome of those ccountriss and how they compare to the 
shere of food we 6n joy here in Americas As pert of the 
President*’s focct=saving program, the USDA has required | 
soma Of cur Federally=irspsscted pork supplies to be set 


aside as thay were during the wars ire 


will tell about the seteaside and now it will affeet cur 
perk svoplics. Starting with the topic of the day, and 
one of the most important subjects of the hour, what is 


tls overall world food picture, Mre ca 


ET SESS 


Gn a per capita basis world food production for 1945 is 
12 percent below the prewar level. Of course, unfortunately, 
there is a great deal of differenoe in the amounts of food 


thet peopis throughout the world eates.seven in normal times. 


Does income play an important role in governing how much we 


eat? 


PMA3 
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i% is ons of the prime factors. That is why during the 
war our government set price ceilings and enforesd 

Pati oningesceetO makes sure that in this country scarce 
foods ware not sold to the highest bidder. These two 
protections - eeilings and rationing - insured equitable 
distribution of food at fair prices. Today our allies 


in liberated areas still have rationing, but there is 


little food to be had for their ration stamps. 


dust for the record, did rationing cause ovr national 


diet to decrease during the war years? 


On the contrary. Last year we had a higher avarage 
civilian diet than at any other time. This was due 
partly to the fact that more people had monsy to spend 
for foed, and partly to the fact that we, es a nation, 
are becoming more nutrition conscious. And of course, 


production was at a high level, toc. 


Wheat is our avsrage daily intake in terms ef calories, 


Mr ? 


We've been consuming sbout 3,300 calories a person each 


Gaye 


And how does that compare to the current diets of other 


people throughout the world? 


Levels vary in different countriese-depsnding on domestis 
food production and how they were affected by the war. 
Right now, countries facing severe food shortages are one 


of two general types. Either they usually import a good 
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portion of their food or war has disrupted their food 


distribution systems. Though larger=thaneusual amounts 


of food are now going to deficit food producting areas, 


there still remains wide variation in the quantities 


of food available for consumption in the diffarent 


countriese 


How long do you think this situation will lest? 


Food shortages ara likely to be most seriously felt 
during the first half of this year or until the harvest. 


In many countries rations are now near starvation levais. 


Which countries are most critically affected by lack 


of food? 


Italy, Finland, Austria, Germany, Spain and part of 
Poland, Hungary, yuoeoeTayia end Pamnt b are now receiving 
only about twoetht rds of their prewar inteke per itn ei 
jenmatritson: hunger and starvation are apres and 


may become more acate before the harvest 
How are people in other European nations faring? 


The rest are subsisting on only a tolerable standard, 
Between 2,100 and 2,500 calories a day are all that 

people receive in Greece, France, Caecheslovakia, Switcere 
lend, Norway, Wetherlends, Luxembourg and Belgium. Even 
these countries are faced with a reduced diet in the first 


half of the yeare 


Aren't there any continental countries in which diets are 


near prewar levels? 
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Only twoeessoSweden and Denmark. 
But Dennark was under the heel of the Nazis o=« 


Very true, Tae Germans,however, took great interest in 
Danish agriculture. They nuturec it so that they could 
supply their owm larders with those Danish dairy products 


knewn the world over, 


On the averages, how does continental European food pro=. 


duction for 1945 compare to prewar levels? 


Production for the 1945046 season is 25 percent below 
prewar pre a0) This was due chiefly to disruption by 
war and te the severe drought in the Mediterransan area 
extending through southern and southeastern Europe and 


North Africa. 


What is the food production situation in other parts of the 


world? 


Growing conditions in several countries in the Seuthern 
Hemisphere and drought in sections of Latin Anerica wovioisie 
affected food production. Anstralia, toa, was hit by ex- 
tensive droughts in 1944<45, but production is partially 
recovering there. Many areas of the Far East have experienced 
large declines in food production. Surplus rice producing 
areas in southeastern asia produced little if any above 

their domestic needs. The shortage of rice for export makes 


the food situation in these areas most critical as they 


nomally depend on imports for part of thedr food supply. 
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| The Chinese areas formerly occupied by Japan 


1 ; a 


j Ny 


ertilizer and lebor, coupled with bad weather 


have reduced the Japanese rice crop by about one-fourth 


and a drop in edible fish supplies adds to their plight. 


Is China included in the rice producing countfies badly 


hite 


‘produced 

about as much foed es they did in preswar years, The sense 
holds true for Indico On the other hand, food production 
in unoccupied areas of China was spotted because of 
drought, and in Manchuria and Formosa production was Teo 


duced because of the war, 


Well that gives us a very good idea of vhat the 
food situation is around the world. Now coning 
back hone, just what does the pork and lard 


set-aside involve? 
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' AS you know, during the war a great many foods were under allocation 


for the armed forces, civilian trade channels and various other 
ousletse-sueh as lendelease and export. To assure the government 

of its share of these commodities, government seteasides were enforced, 
With the end of operas in Jepan, most cf the soteasides were revoked, 
as Uncle Sam cana procure on the open market all the commodities 
needed. Now, however, to help fulfill alleeations of meat and Lard 
for export in the first querter of the year, the pork ast-asides 

hes been reinstated, For the same reason, the lard seteaside has 
been incfeasea and extended. to additional states not previously 
affected. Effective Februery 10, 74 percent of all pork products 
produced in Feéerallygeinspected packing houses will be eateenaee 

On the same day, the seteaside will be increased from 33 to 5 


percent for all lard produced by Federally-inspected packers. 
W31L the lard seteasids be effective in all states? 


No. Eleven states are exempted because they produee only enough 
lard for their own needs. These states are Atlanta, Georgia, 
Kentucky, Florida, Louisiana, Mississippi, North snd South 


Cerolina, Tennessee, Virginia and West Virginie. 
WALL the set-aside affect civilian supplies? 


A 75 per cent set-aside is emell when we compare it to the totai 
pork set-aside of last summer which was 21 pereent. Then too, 
this is the peak of the hog marketing season, 50 all in all, we 


should not feel ity 


Well, I am sure that it we were to feel a pinch, all wed have te 
do is to think of our allies in continental Burepe where rations 


are near the starvation level. 
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You're right, e tae United States is om of tie 


best fed nations in the world, 


Well thank you for coming over this morning, Nr». 


ang for giving us a glimpss into the food situation in other 
parts of the world, I am sure it will help us all understand 
just how badiy off our friends throughout the world are, 


You have just ocen listening te 


of the USDA's Production and Marketing Administration. 


Listen again next weex fer another edition of Family Canteen, 
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TOs Office -s for Marketin, and Assistant State Viractors 


y 
FROMs danas S. Livingstone 1s 


SUBJECT s Family canteen | 


Because of the short holiday week and over=-jamming of duplicating 
facilities, Canteen is coming to you behind schedule. We hope you 
will pardon this delay, and that it has not upset your broadcast 
schedule, Rast assured, we shall do everything in our power to 
Hg eee script services to you on tims. 

By the way, if you have not already done so, would you please 

let us hear vous comments on the new Canteen and tell us how you 


are usins it, 
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Presentin:; Vamily Canteens=timely food tonics of interest 


te the ccensumer, Eech week Station 


with the U, 3, ¥ 


_ in coovrration 
enartment of Agricn! ture brings 


yu news 
of what is hraonening on the foor front. 
with us 


—— 


Today we have 


je sos he 


office of the 
USDA‘ s Production snd Marketing Administration, Mr 


SSeSaouruws» 


is going to discuss the 19:6, Ares Average Prices for 


vegetables far processing. 


He also will tell us about 


the domestic flour situzticn em something about the new 
60 vercént bread. 


Bye 


Goings teck te vegetables for nracessing, 
» wiki it be necessary ~or the government te 


ru 


suonort orices for these commodities this year? 
Bo 


_- the Denrriment of Agriculture exolains 


there iss strons demanc for vrocesved vegetebles right 
acw. 


An@ there is a backlog of oreers which should uss 
the 1946 packs. 


Bd 


in other werée, the Department faels that the law of supol 


and demand will onerate now that we are returning to & 
peacetine economy, so therefore it is not necessary to 


announce snecific grower »rices fer these vegetables for 


processors as was done during the wer, 


PMA 2 
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That's right. Of eourse, you realive thet actuelly during 
the wer these prices corresnon'ted nrstigy mch to the 
announced grovec's nrices. USDA needed a maximo product ion 
of certain vroducts. 44 determined the nrices which would 
give producers a ee consuts return for that maxinum Ls 
duction. “hen to encourage processors to nay this announced 
grover's vrice, the overnment allowed these prices ag the 
basic raw materiz] cast in calculating prites of the finished 
processed vnroduct. In addition, USDA eiso geuaran‘eed te 
purchese all stocks of cooperating processors which, in the 
event of unforseen circumstances, they mizgnt not hav: been 


adie to disnose of through normal channels. 


So actually, the only difference then is thet now the 


wer is over, the Denar tment of Agriculture does not feel 


it in nefessery to ennounce grower orices fer these vegetedles. 


The OPA, however, is setting un these prices as 2 fuide te 
establish price ceilings. And in view of the anticinated 
continuad demand for canned goods, these vrices peuretonk 
aN annroximation of the aversre nrice the vrocucers might 


emect to get for their 1916 production. 


in other words. it is a voluntary negotiation detween 


producer and processors on what the nacker muss pay. f 
understend there are some vrocessed vegetables which were 


subsidized last year, What will their fate be in 1946?- 


Karly in February, the Devartment of Agriculture and OPA 
jointly announced that vrecessed vegetables remaining under 


price control, which were subsidized in 195, will continue 


to bring the seme groas maximum vricas, 
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in one of two ways. By subsidies which will be 
continued, according fo retirines Stabilizator Jenn Colist. 
if Coneress anpropristes the necessary funds, Or. 

if subsidy payments ave not continued, thea vrice 
adjustments for the amvunt of the subsidy will be mde 
ia consumer maximum prises. 

Well, Aettiog back to tha arsa average vrices for 
LoLbG--how do they shane ne 

in some cases the orices of one commodity differ 
according to whether it is te be used in canning ar 
freezing. Even within the seme state, area averagy 
prices often very for the seve vrroduct, There are some 


commecities, howaver, to whien a general volicy enolies. 
Could you eynplain what you mean a little more “ullyt 


The 196 Serene celis for an increase of $5 a tan 

for fresh lima heans for vrocesting, There is an tacrease 
of & cents per bushel for fresh tucumbers from the vice 
originally set for leat year, Prices of sweet carn a. 
erean peas for canning and freeziig and tomatoes Tor 
canning remain the seme ag they were lest veor, Of 
course=-for ell these items orice taries somewhat in 

the different narts of the- country. 


“araa averare prices. " 
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farrots and sweatnotetoes for canning or for estbege far 


sanerkraut. 
ANNOUNCER: thy is that? 
PMA These vezatables have been exemnted from price contrel- 


The sams holds true fer snap beans, fresh shelled beans 
and beets fer processing, The 19146 vacks of these 


commodities will be suspended from price control. 


é 
ANNOUNCER: : That means, then, that vegetables for which area average 
prices have been set un are those for which ceiling 


prices stil) remain, 


PMA : That's right. The nurmese of the sren averare vrices 
is merely to set & basis on which ceilings for the verious 


commodities may be commited. 


ANNOUN CEE: That's getting to the octtem of the case, Mow how about 
our delving inte the flour bin, Is it true that housewives 
have heen hoarding flour in view of President Trur-an's 


recens announcement. 


PMA; lam sorry to report that some retail steres here reported 


axtra heevy buying of flour. 4¢ sears whenever there is 


sf it 


talk of curtailing a commodity, there is a “me«first 


attitude, This is not only a selfigh attitude, but 1% 


ig aleo unwise. 
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need to stock un on @ ‘y “PE KuUttoe-eNspscialiy wher 
area asked to share cart of our hounty with dombed-ont 
civilians in wartorn countries, Yt have heard that the 


new "dark" bread really isn't dark et all. 


PHA: Zo be exact, it is really cream color--practically 
white. President Truman's directive celle for extracting 
SO percent of the whent germ fer flour instesd of the 
previous 72 percent. By using move of the wheat germ 
the flowr is made rore nutrifious. A sammle batch of 
the 80 vercent flour has been milled, and baked inte 
bread at USDA's Research Center at Beltsville, Maryland 
The concensus of one groun of nress and radio veonle who 
tasted it was that they liked it better than white bread. 
it just seems that it's a bit more full=hbotied. 2t isa’t 
at all like wholewheat bread in flavor, or cracked wheat, 
or any Other ¢7 the darker hreads with which we ars 
familiar. In fact, if you vere served a slice of the 
new Geenee without knowing what it vas, you probably 


weuldn’t netice any difference. 


ANNOUNCER: . < for one should like to try the new 80 percent tread. 
{ sunnose that by increasing the nercentave, a considerable 


saving is made. 


PMA = Thet is the purpose of the new 80 percent bread--ta get 
more flour ae of the wheat germ. i should like to emphasize 
thet housewives in America are not faced with a flour 
shortage==far from it. But by conserving our suorlies we 


are able to lend a helring hand to our allies in liberated 


countries. 
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; PMA There is no need at ali. Flovr is not searce By 
| , 3 — ae ny p> i Ze is 
| buying more flour than she needs, the fsmenakher is just 


+ 


asking for trouble. Fleur kept fer long in an ordinarily 
warm Kitchen or apartment may become infested with 


"weeVL 1 eg. 


ANNOUNCER : tocking un on flour is false economy. OW Can’% use 
weevilsinfested food. 

PMA? Cartainly not. Apyone who buys more fleur than she can 
use is reaily wading food that our starving allies coulé 
use to great edvantags, ‘4nd she is meking a needless 
cut in her family budeet 

ANFOUNCHER I've herrd of housewives wha keen flour in the 
refrigerater, Wovle@ you recommen i? 

PMA: Definitely net. Flower absorbs moisture. It should be 
kept dry ae well as cool. ‘The exnerienced housewife knows 
how much flour she nseads and giould buy no more than that 
By frequently renlenishing her floeuwr bin she slways has 
a fresh sunniy on hand. 

ANK OUNCE i am very pled that you mentioned? the nossibility of 


me 


flour becoming weevil infested ff it’s kent toe long 
word to the wise is sufficient. Esnecially when she 
might find her pancakes velking off one f.cre morning. Well. 
thank you for coming over thia morning, Mr. _ .) 208 
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Production ane liariceting Administration, Tune in aretn 
next for enother edition ox Family Canteen, 
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